


2 Samuel 9:1—13

change " The original name may have meant “Baal contends,” and most
scholars assume the current form Mephibosheth meant "One who scatters
shame "

Fnrma_omm of what Znur_rcrrﬂ_._ may have hoped, : can hardly be moom

:FE:Q in _.: _UL._,: and identifies him as _.rr son o* Jonathan and grand-

son of Saul (9:6), In the central and pivotal section of our text (9:7),1° David

begins by alleviating his visitor's fears. Where Mephibosheth may have
expected execution, he receives grace. The king will not only permit Mephi-
bosheth to :cm _2: he will show kindness to him for Jonathan's sake.

That kindness takes the form of two blessings. (1) David will give him the
property of Saul’s estate, making Mephibosheth a wealthy man instantly. He
has apparently been dependent on the generosity of others, but now he
becomes the holder of wealth-producing property.”” Ziba's entire family will
be needed to maintain and care for Mephibosheth’s estate (9:9-10). (2) David
grants the privilege that was lost to Mephibosheth when Saul and Jonathan

were killed, that is, the right to eat at the king's table, The fact that this pro-

vision is granted _mc_. ‘always” (tamid) probably indicates that this is a perma-
nent "pension” for Mephibosheth-—one that grants honor and respect. '

THE MEANING OF KINDNESS. One potential
obstacle to interpreting this passage for today is
the word "kindness,” which the NIV uses consis:
tently for the three occurrences of hesed (all on
the lips of David, 9:1, 3, 7). As we have seen, this is a perfectly adequate
translation, but the mmm__.b connotations are much weaker than the Hebrew

(see above). For example, in English "kindness” carries no such covenantal

connotations as is clear from the connections of our text with 1 Samuel 18,
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14. See Youngblood, "1, 2 Samuel,” 848, Anderson, 2 Samuel, 69-70; esp. McCarter, I
Samuel, 124-25 128

15 Werper Weinberg, “Language Consciousness in the O " ZAW 92 (1980): 201.

5> Youngblood, "1, 2 Samuel " 916-17; for a slightly different chiastic structure, see
Kivashi K. Sacon, "A Study of the Literary Structure of The Succession Narrative, " in
Studies i the Period of David and Solomor and Other Escays, ed. Tomoo Ishida (Winons Lak
Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 1982), 4849, i

(17 Baldwin, + and 2 Samuel, 227 She notes that to restore the praperty of the _aﬂ._uﬁ
regime to a member of jts family was risky and held potential for future problems :2
2 Sam, 16:3).

18 Though this also made It possibile for a relgning monarch to "keep an eyeon vc__.z
ical prisaners, Walton, Matthews, and Chavalas, [VP Bible Background Commentary, 336.
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20, and 23, in which David and Jonathan swore to remember each other
in covenant faithfulness. To interpret the text for today, we will have to go
beyond the implications of our English translations in order to make this
point clearly

David had accepted a covenant obligation regarding Jonathan. Once he

is firmly established as king, he is obligated to be merciful to Jonathan's fam-
ily. This passage shows that David wastes no time. Immediately after Yah-

weh has granted victory (ch. 8), David seeks out the remaining children of
Saul in order to show them mercy, His benevolence to Mephibosheth sur-
passes his obligation to allow the unfortunate royal scion merely to stay ,
alive. His "kindness" shows David to be a man of generosity, integrity and
faithfulness, a "man of his word "

Looking at the literary context. Another potential obstacle occurs when
we fail to consider the literary context sufficiently. | have emphasized the con-
nections between this chapter and the rest of 1-2 Samuel. But these con-
nections are subtle enough to miss in a casual reading, in which case we will
miss the point of our unit. Most of the texts in this portion of 2 Samuel have
been devoted to David's spectacular reign: his rise to the throne, his consol-
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wation of power, the building of a new capital and palace, and the divine
promises for an cternal dynasty. This chapter on Mephibosheth is transi- -
tional in that it leads us to reflect one final time on Saul and his failed ruler-
ship, but it also anticipates and provides important background for future
events in 2 Samuel (16:1—4; 19:24—30), In the remainder of this section, | will
seck to draw out more implications of this contextual reading,

From the outset Ziba emphasizes Mephibosheth's crippled condition,
probably because he fears David might kill any remaining descendants of
Saul (9:3, not an unfounded fear in light of 21:1-14). Ziba wants David to
understand that it would be unlikely (or impossible?) for Mephibosheth to
lay claim to the throne for the sake of his grandfather (thereby posing a

‘threat to David), After all, Mephibosheth is dependent on Ziba entirely for

his livelihood. The narrator returns to this point for added emphasis at the
close of our text (9:13): "and he was crippled in both feet.” This detail
directs us back to 2 Samuel 4:4, where we first learn of Jonathan's son and
the reason for his physical impairment. Mephibosheth’s nurse u«ovuan_ him
when he was five years old in the panic followin
and grandfather.
But all of this directs us further back to that fateful battle at Mount Gilboa

and Saul's ignoble death (1 Sam. 31), and beyond that to his visit with the ,

witch of Endor (1 Sam. 28). Mephibosheth himself is a casualty of Sauls fail-

ures. His very presence in our text recalls the failure of Israel’s first t king and
?mz_mra the pitiable end of his progeny, Saul does not even have a suitable
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seminary asked what the church leaders thought was the single most impor-
tant characteristic needed in its pastors.

The answer we received surprised us. An overwhelming majority of the
church administrators said the most needed trait was integrity. But the
answer was not only surprising; | think we were a little disappointed as well.
We were hoping to add something to our curriculum or perhaps improve
some neglected aspect in our courses to produce better pastors and serve our
- tonstituent denominations more effectively. But we had to face the fact:
- Integrity is not something you can teach in a classroom. We can attempt to
imodel it more persuasively, but we cannot include "integrity” as an assess-
_able course objective in our syllabi,

The church leaders struck a nerve. They had put their finger precisely
on the pulse of their churches and identified the problem of the church
today. Perhaps a long string of distasteful and unfortunate failures in the
evangelical church have merely made us feel the need more acutely, But
the fact remains, integrity is all too often missing in our leadership, We
have an integrity crisis in the North American church today.

- Itis easy enough to give a formal dictionary definition of integrity: "the
quality or state of being of sound moral principle; uprightness, honesty,
and sincerity.” However, this hardly exhausts the significance of David's
~actions in this unit. By integrity as illustrated here, | mean the determina-

tion to do what one believes is right even when there is no compelling rea-
san to act rightly beyond the sheer “rightness” of the act. Scholars often
debate about David's motives for his kindness to Mephibosheth. But as we
. have seen, this 1s not the concern of the text. Ziba and Mephibosheth him-
self expect m:ﬁ_.::m but grace from the king, and they both appear to be
surprised by the extent of David's generosity. Though there may have been
modest benefits for David to allow Mephibosheth to live, he is motivated
in this text solely by his commitments to Jonathan. Even though Jonathan
is dead, the king faithfully keeps covenant,

(Ab)use of power. Another secondary theme that keeps recurring in the
; vo.arm of muaca_ is the use and mvcﬁ. of power. You mna I are 335"& to

heir for his estate, much less his kingdom " Once the estate is given to
Mephibosheth, it still requires caretakers because Mephibosheth himself is
unable to maintain it.

In other words, Saul's grandson is not only incapable of posing a threat
to David's new kingdom, he is even incapable of caring for himself (2 Sam.
9:10). Thus Samuels prophecy against Saul has been fulfilled (1 Sam. 13:14);
“Your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own.
heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the
LorD's command.” In 2 Samuel, Saul's descendants gradually disappear until’
the only remaining trace is the pitiable Mephibosheth, who is graciously
sustained at David’s table.

By contrast, King David keeps moving from glory to glory. At this uo_:w
in our story, he has fulfilled every promise and been granted every blessing,
It is through David that Yahweh is making lsrael the nation they have hoped
to be all along and the nation that Yahweh can use in turn to bless the world,
Thus, this passage contributes to the theme: What sort of man may serve suit-
ably as king in Isracl? Mephibosheth may not serve as king, for he is a con-
tinuation of Saul’s line 2 But David is ideal as king! His faithfulness to Jonathan
moves him to be generous to Mephibosheth. His magnanimity goes far
beyond any political benefits he may have received from having Mephi--
vc%ﬁ: in his court, I _n. is lavish in his love for Jonathan, _._:._cmm his gon-

From this point _a:ﬁa in2 fmacn_ _the book will ..o:::.._n to address the
question about who may serve suitably as king. So far that question has bee
answered wﬁ,@ﬁ_w David is the kind of person who may rule. But we will spo

encounter negative answers: not Mephibosheth, not David when he acts lik
a typical ancient Near Eastern despot, not Amnon, not Absalom, and so on.

INTEGRITY. | once taught in a seminary that took
a survey of the ecclesiastical administrators in all-
its constituent denominations. The school was
hoping to do a better job preparing and trainin
pastors for the denominations we were serving. We were planning to use the

_éaa_e..s,_n_o.,.o or when it shows particular Esa_ﬂ of tetiars, In the yorks
place, in schools, dare | say even in the church, we tend to keep covenant with
those who will repay us in some way. Such calculated covenant faithfulness
manifests our falseness more than our integrity.

In this text, David serves as an example because he keeps covenant and

shows mercy to someone who cannot advance his own causes.?' Unlike

needed more attention in ministerial education. At one point in the survey th

19, As we have scen, the events of David's reign are not presented chronological
the books of Samuel. | assume here that the events of 2 Sam 21.7-8 occurred prior to thi
episode, which is the only way 1o make sense of David's inquiry here in 9:1. For overvie
of the issues, see Cordon, [ [ Samuel, 248,

20, His physical impairment may also have disqualified him (see comments at 4:4);]
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+ 21 In fact, as we have seen, it was a risk 1o grant access to the roval palace and finan-
cial freedom 1o a grandson of Saul. It aroused the hopes that even Mephibosheth, crippled
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Saul, who abused (or attempted to abuse) his royal power, David uses pow
iri this passage in a way consistent with his calling as shepherd of God's floc! o
As such, he also anticipates his greater Son, who will never use power for
self-aggrandizement but only for the advancement of his Father’s kingdom
Unfortunately, David will not always represent such an example of the use
of power, as we will soon sce. .

The following prayer from Africa is an appropriate way to tie these thy

together

You asked for my hands

that you might use them for Your purpose.

[ gave them for a moment,

then withdrew them, for the work was hard.

You asked for my mouth
to speak out against injustice;
| gave you a whisper that | might not be accused.

You asked for my eyes
to see the pain of poverty;
| closed them, for | did not wint to see.

You asked (or my life
that you might work through me.
| gave you a small part, that [ might not get too involved'.

Lord, forgive me for my calculated efforts to serve you
only when it is convenient for me to do so,

only in those places where it is safe to do so and

only with those who make it easy to do so.

Father, forgive me,

renew me,

send me out

as a useable instrument

that | might take seriously
the meaning of your crossi™

though he was, might someday take the throne from David for the sake of his grandfather it
(a possibility that gomes (nto play later in the narrative, 2 Samiuel 16:3). ;

22, Joe Seremane, "You Asked for My Hands," in Celebrating Ohe Waorld: A Worship Redour
on Sociil Justice, ed. Linda Jones, A Shilson-Thomas, and B Farrell ([London]: Harper,
Collins, [1998]), 136, Used by permission.
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M THE COURSE of time, the king of the Ammonites died,

and his son Hanun succeeded him as king. David thought,

"I will show kindness to Hanun son of Nahash, just as his
father showed kindness to me." So David sent a delegation to
express his sympathy to Hanun concerning his father.

When Davids men came to the land of the Ammonites,
ithe Ammonite nobles said to Hanun their lord, "Do you
think David is honoring your father by sending men to you to
express sympathy? Hasn't David sent them to you to explore
the city and spy it out and overthrow it?" *So Hanun seized
David's men, shaved off half of each man’s beard, cut off their
garments in the middle at the buttocks, and sent them away.

"When David was told about this, he sent messengers to meet
the men, for they were greatly humiliated. The king said, "Stay at
Jericho till your beards have grown, and then come back."

“When the Ammonites realized that they had become a
stench in David's nostrils, they hired twenty thousand
Aramean foot soldiers from Beth Rehob and Zobah, as well
as the king of Maacah with a thousand men, and also twelve
thousand men from Tob.

’On hearing this, David sent Joab out with the entire army
of fighting men. ¥The Ammonites came out and drew up in
battle formation at the entrance to their city gate, while the
Arameans of Zobah and Rehob and the men of Tob and
Maacah were by themselves in the open country.

“Joab saw that there were battle lines in front of him and
behind him; so he selected some of the best troops in Israel
and deployed them against the Arameans. "“He put the rest

of the men under the command of Abishai his brother and
deployed them against the Ammonites. !'Joab said, “If the
Arameans are too strong for me, then you are to come to my
rescue; but if the Ammonites are too strong for you, then |
will come to rescue you. ?Be strong and let us fight bravely
for our people and the cities of our God. The LORD will do
what is good in his sight.”

*Then Joab and the troops with him advanced to fight the
Arameans, and they fled before him, “When the Ammonites
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